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BISONS BASKETBALL BEGINS
written by Guest December 9, 2021

Written by Erin Booher | Photo by Madison Meyer
The seasons for the Harding men and women’s basketball teams are underway.
The Bison men’s basketball team has just completed non-conference play and is currently 1-1 in the Great American
Conference (GAC). There are still 20 conference games remaining. Coach Jeff Morgan said he is excited that the
team’s chemistry on the court is steadily improving, adding that a lot of the team’s scoring is coming from freshmen
and sophomores.
“We have a really young and relatively new team,” Morgan said. “With that, we also have a great group of four
seniors that are providing great leadership for our young team.”
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The Bison Basketball team has been preparing for the season since August, putting in up to eight hours per week in
practicing and conditioning in accordance with NCAA guidelines. Morgan said part of the preparation has come from
a focus on giving great effort every day, months in advance.
With most of the season still ahead of them, Morgan said the team will aim to be in position to win the GAC
championship, GAC tournament and NCAA tournament. These goals are part of a greater objective, he said.
“Our overarching goal is to work, compete and grow in our togetherness each day with all that we have, as for the
Lord not man,” Morgan said.
The Lady Bisons have also had a successful beginning to the season. So far, the Lady Bisons have five wins and
two losses. Senior shoot guard Jasmine Barnes said the preseason training has been essential to their performance.
“We have been working really hard on our shape to make sure that we are outrunning and out-working every
opponent that steps on the floor with us,” Barnes said.
Barnes and Lady Bisons coach Tim Kirby said the team shares a common goal of improvement throughout the
season. Barnes said the team hopes to make the NCAA tournament in March, which she believes may be possible
because of the team’s potential this season.
“Our goals are to get better every day,” Kirby said.
The conference season for the Bisons and Lady Bisons will continue as both teams have games at home on Dec.
18.
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FIRST SEARCY HISTORIC BUS TOUR WITH SPONSORED
BY HOLIDAY OF LIGHTS AND WHITE COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
written by Tianedavis December 9, 2021

The first two Searcy Historic Christmas Tours were held Saturday, Dec. 4, and the White County Historical Society
plans to host two more tomorrow.
The bus tours are led by the president of the historical society, Shelly Churchwell. Those who signed up for the tour
meet at the Searcy United Methodist Church to learn about its history, then board a Searcy Destinations bus for a
ride across the street to the Searcy Art Gallery, also known as the historic “Black House.” After about an hour at the
art gallery, the group rides to Smyrna Methodist Church just outside of Searcy while listening to a historic lesson
about Searcy on the way.
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Churchwell, who said she has been involved with the historical society since 1999, said the Searcy Holiday of Lights
came up with the idea and asked the historical society to co-sponsor it.
Churchwell said they thought it would be good for people to be able to go inside places, such as the Black House,
that they usually don’t go inside of and learn more about Searcy’s history.
“I think it’s important that we know about our history and our ancestors and the kind of life that they led so we don’t
forget where we came from,” Churchwell said. “We tried to pick the places that people didn’t normally get to go inside
of so they could learn more about those spots.”
Kristi Thurmon, the vice president of marketing at First Security Bank and the publisher of Only In Arkansas, was the
person who first had the idea for the bus tours. She said she thought it would be a good idea because Searcy has so
many buildings that are decorated for Christmas, and she wanted to know more about those buildings’ history.
“I love it,” Thurmon said. “We have a rich history in Searcy that we don’t celebrate enough.”
Searcy Art Gallery curator Debbie Higgs, who was born and raised in Searcy, said the Black House has always been
a part of her life because she remembers seeing members of the Black family sitting on the house porch when she
was younger.
“It’s fabulous that we can be part of the bus tours,” Higgs said. “It amazes me that there are people that come here
every week and say, ‘I’ve lived here all my life, and I’ve never been in this house.’”
Tickets for the Searcy Historic Christmas Tours can be purchased for $10 each on their Facebook page. The limit for
each tour is 40 people.
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HARDING HOSTS ITS 38TH TOUR OF HOMES EVENT
written by Gabrielhuff December 9, 2021

Photo by Jillian Jarvis
Women for Harding hosted the annual Tour of Homes on Dec. 5, after canceling the event in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The event occurred from 1-5 p.m. last Sunday. There were six homes toured during the event. Two couples opened
their homes for visitors in Legacy Park: David and Beth Collins on Park Avenue and Robin and Shawn Starck on
Woodruff Trail. Three other hosting couples were situated on Country Club: Norman and Marka Bennet, Phil and
Sherry Hart, and Wes and Marcia Cole. The last house belonged to Shelbi Bridges in Downtown Searcy.
Tickets were $20 when paid in advance and $25 on the day of the event. Guests could begin at any house, visiting
as many as they wished. When guests entered a home, a volunteer was there to punch a hole into their ticket. The
tours could be self-guided; however, volunteers serving as tour guides were there, as well. The homeowners decided
whether to be present while the tours were occurring.
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Heather Kemper, director of Women for Harding and the Office of Alumni and Parent Relations, said that Sunday
was the 38th annual Tour of Homes event. She said all proceeds went toward need-based scholarships at Harding
University, which were awarded to students — men and women — determined to have financial needs. This year,
Kemper said there were 80 different recipients. As a requirement for receiving the scholarships, recipients are
assigned Women for Harding mentors and help serve the community through activities or events such as the Tour of
Homes.
“If they have met the requirement of service hours, then they qualify to get the scholarship year after year,” Kemper
said.
Robin and Shawn Starck, Harding alumni, moved to Searcy from Wisconsin in fall 2019. They showcased a house
that was built by a local architect in August 2019. They moved into the house in June 2020. Robin Starck said they
began decorating for the Tour of Homes toward the end of October, decorating a little every day. Eight Christmas
trees spanned across the interior of the house, displaying specific concepts such as a lighthouse or winter
wonderland themes, Starck said. Shawn Starck, who arranged most of the inside decorations, is also a member of
Women for Harding.
Robin Starck said he hopes the tour of his house helped people get into the Christmas spirit and that they enjoyed
viewing the decorations.
“‘Cause we love Christmas and love decorating, and we wanted to help bring money into the scholarship fund,”
Robin Starck said.
Sophomore Monterey Carroll, a Women for Harding scholar, served as one of the volunteers at the Tour of Homes
event.
“It’s just a neat opportunity to meet people and just talk to people who come through and look at the house and stuff
like that,” Carroll said. “It’s neat to see what people do with their homes.”
Carroll said her favorite part of the event was probably interacting with the older people of the community, hearing
what they had to say and listening to their banter, among other things.
Kemper said the best part of Tour of Homes for her was the energy and fellowship of the day, which was a great
kickoff for the holiday season and a tradition that many people enjoyed.
“Again, I think just community, just coming together as a community and to think that, ‘Yes, it was fun to go tour those
homes,’ but in essence, we raised thousands of dollars for scholarships in one afternoon,’” Kemper said.
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MEN’S AND WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD OPENS SEASON
written by Guest December 9, 2021

Written by Hayley Kate Webb
The Harding men’s and women’s track and field teams began their 2021-22 competition schedule in Pittsburg,
Kansas, on Dec. 4 and 5. The teams traveled to compete in two events hosted by Pittsburg State University at the
Robert W. Plaster Center.
The Boo Rogers Multi Events began on Friday. Four Bison athletes competed in the events. Senior pentathlete
Lauren Shell said the competition was a great first meet for the team.
“It was good for us to be able to evaluate where we are at before Christmas break,” Shell said. “This meet helps us
prepare for the rest of the season.”
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On the women’s side of the competition, three Lady Bisons competed in the pentathlon. Freshman Emily Patterson
scored 2,799 points in her collegiate debut, placing 20th. Shell set a personal record with 3,114 points, placing 11th.
Freshman Sofie Reitbauer placed third, scoring 3,274 points. On the men’s side of the competition, freshman Jacob
Cantrell scored 4,167 points, placing 14th in the heptathlon.
On Saturday, 10 Bison athletes competed in the Crimson and Gold Classic. The three Lady Bisons who competed all
turned in top-10 performances. Senior Cara Mason placed ninth in the shot put, senior Brylan Williams placed sixth
in the high jump, and sophomore Mariah Miller placed fourth in the triple jump.
“It was super encouraging to see the progress made in such little time in regards to last year’s heights and times,”
Williams said.
For the men, sophomore Fallou Gaye placed third in the 300-meter dash, junior Dakari Bush placed third in the 60meter hurdles, senior Austin Parrish placed fifth in pole vault, and sophomore Dorian Chaigneau placed 10th in pole
vault. The two pole vaulter’s scores reached NCAA provisional levels. Parrish’s performance of 4.90 meters was a
personal record that advanced him to fifth on Harding’s all-time top performers list.
“We are starting at a much higher level than last year, which is really exciting,” Parrish said. “Our pre-season training
has been exceptional, so we are expecting to do some really great things this year.”
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT HOSTS HOLIDAY CONCERTS AS
SEMESTER ENDS
written by Guest December 9, 2021

Written by Ben Lane | Photo by Caroline Palmer
The Harding University Department of Music hosted three concerts between Dec. 2-6 in collaboration with several of
Harding’s ensembles and First United Methodist Church.
The Holiday Spectacular concert (Dec. 2), concert choir Christmas concert (Dec. 4) and chorus and orchestra
concert (Dec. 6) were the three concerts held.
Dr. Susan Shirel, director of choral activities, said the Holiday Spectacular concert was designed to feature a broad
spectrum of the Music Department’s scope. The concert included five unique ensembles: the string quartet, brass
quartet, jazz band, percussion ensemble and chamber singers.
“There’s something there for everybody’s pallet,” Shirel said.
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Last Saturday, the Concert Choir Christmas concert was performed at First United Methodist Church by the concert
choir and was accompanied by First United Methodist organist Ryan Russell.
“It’s a real opportunity for people from the community to come hear [concert choir] perform,” Shirel said. “It’s exciting
to get to share what we do with not just people here on our campus, but with a broader context.”
Last year, the concert choir Christmas concert was canceled due to COVID-19, and subsequently, this is Shirel’s first
year to direct the show.
“It has been so encouraging to see the Department of Music come back to life after the many limitations we dealt
with last year,” Music Department chair Dr. Jay Walls said. “It seems like we hit the onramp at full speed with a super
busy agenda this fall, but the students have performed with the utmost professionalism.”
Monday evening, the chorus and orchestra “Feast of Carols” concert took place in the Anthony Wright Administration
Building. These concerts provide a means for students to experience and perform masterworks, which are well
known pieces within culture. The larger performances, especially that of the concert choir Christmas concert, allow
for this to take place. For example, the concert choir performed selections from Handel’s “Messiah,” which includes
the “hallelujah” chorus.
The larger performances also help people to understand the significance of the Music Department’s shows, Shirel
said, because the shows provide outlets for Christmas music in Searcy, which enriches the community.
Junior music education major Matthew Hook said he feels like he needs these experiences to prepare him for the
workforce.
“When I graduate, I’m going to want to go to someplace and have some experience with what the different kinds of
ensembles are,” Hook said.

10

RUNNING WITH PURPOSE
written by Guest December 9, 2021
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Written by Madison Meyer | Photo by Caroline Palmer
Start Her Running took a group of approximately 50 students to run in the St. Jude half marathon and 10K in
Memphis, Tennessee, on Dec. 4.
“We are all going to Memphis to run what for most of them is their very first race,” senior Layne Pace Turley said.
Turley, the founder of Start Her Running, organized weekly group runs and designed training plans based on the
distance each runner was preparing to run.
“Group runs were my favorite part of the training process,” senior Nora Waller said. “It was sweet to get the
opportunity to run with each other and just be in fellowship while running.
Not to mention, it was a great form of accountability. It was so much easier to get up and run knowing I wasn’t the
only one doing it.”
Turley began the 12-week training program in September with the goal of preparing each runner for the St. Jude race
at the end of the semester.
“I see this as the goal of the semester,” Turley said. “I think running your first major distance race is huge, and I think
the feeling these athletes [got] to experience [last] weekend will be what propels them to keep running in the future.
So I would say it is a stepping stone in that I’m trying to introduce running as a tool rather than an exercise.”
The race is the largest single-day fundraising event for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. St. Jude is dedicated
to furthering the treatment of childhood cancer and other life-threatening diseases, according to its mission
statement.
“The St. Jude race also supports a great cause,” Waller said. “So often I take for granted my ability to get up and
move my body. Running this race is supporting those who don’t get that luxury, and what an honor that is.”
Junior Olivia Scott trained with Start Her Running but instead ran the full 26.2-mile marathon at the St. Jude race.
“It is my first marathon and won’t be my last, so I am just trying to get this one under my belt,” Scott said. “The
preparation has been fun, which is what truly matters. I have most certainly seen God throughout my training and
through the relationships I have built and how He has provided me this ability to run.”
Turley created Start Her Running in April 2020. The program evolved from mostly training individual athletes in longdistance running to focusing on group training in conjunction with HU HEAL.
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“I started doing individual training with athletes, and I still do some, but after this experience, I really want to shift to
group training,” Turley said. “It is just so much more powerful to be able to do something with another person, and it’s
really beautiful to see the growth in people and just to walk through that journey alongside them and knowing they
have supporters around them.”
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TUDENT INSPIRES SEARCY SPRING BREAK MISSION
TRIP
written by Guest December 9, 2021
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Written by Sophie Rossitto
Senior Emma Hayes helped lead a group of people at Harding in organizing the first Searcy spring break mission trip
this fall, with the goal of helping students connect with local residents and organizations.
Joy Tittle, who works with spring break missions and is a director for this trip, said she suggested the idea for a local
mission earlier this semester because she saw many ways students could get involved in the Searcy community.
“I think there’s a lot of opportunity to just meet our neighbors and to see how we can interact with them better and get
to know them better,” Tittle said.
Kyle Thompson, assistant director for the Office of Community Connection, is also involved with the Searcy mission.
Thompson said his group is working on developing plans for spring break, but their goal is to collaborate with local
organizations that are already active in serving people in Searcy. These groups include Sparrow’s Promise, which
works with foster families and children; Harding Place, a retirement community; and Christopher Homes, which
provides housing for older adults with low income, Tittle said.
Hayes, the student leader for the trip, said she has worked with nonprofits in Searcy this semester through her social
work courses, and she has noticed a lack of connection between the Harding community and other people living in
Searcy. Hayes said that during the spring break mission, students can learn how to get involved with various
organizations, as well as the purposes and roles of each group.
“I also am just super excited to get people plugged in with local organizations, especially freshmen because they can
stick with the organizations the rest of their Harding career,” Hayes said.
Thompson said the Searcy mission trip is unique because it will allow students to continue volunteering and building
relationships with people they have met even after the trip is over.
“It makes it different in that you can stay in kind of consistent communication,” Thompson said.
Hayes said her group might have devotional or reflection time each night during spring break. They also might watch
movies, play games and do other activities when they are not working.
Tittle said the cost of the trip is $60. She said she hopes local church members will open their homes to provide
meals and housing for Harding students during spring break.
Thompson said that as of Thursday, Dec. 2, seven people had signed up for the Searcy mission trip.
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Hayes said she encourages people who are interested in local ministry to find an area of interest or a group of
people they are passionate about and to use their spiritual gifts to serve. She said people can even create new
ministries to address needs they see in the community.
“So, I’d say don’t be afraid to have creative ideas about how to help people ‘cause I think there’s a lot of ways the
spirit can lead in ways that we couldn’t imagine in helping people,” Hayes said.
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